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CLERGYMEN AND PLAYWRIGHTS
Canon Hannay Speaks of the Relationship Between the

Church and the Stage.Two Writers of
Popular Musical Comedy.

9 EMpÎRpL
Canoi James Owen Haanay, author of

the popular comedy, "C-n.i.-.l John

Regan. now playing at the Hudson The-
atre, and, under the name of Georg«
Mrmlngham, t'ne irriter ol many humor-
o.is si i| lalned his dual poeltlon
of c end playwright in an in-

bem tii rem »Friday afternoon to the
nier.-t.«!» of th« Drama Soci.-ty.
"Sine- I wrote *____ pley, and still

la its production In
London, and «»till further since coming
to Amei hare found it hnpreeeed
upon me that I was in a curious, and as

fBcull i»os¡t¡on
"I em BOt InjCllned to r«-!y very much

on It doesn't seem to me to

matter much in considering the right < r

-front of .1 thing whether eomebody else
has d tore or i t I'-ut if I want

a prec» d» 11 for o '¦¦ Uni as a

playwright I t-hould g«. right back to the
MMcii.- Ag« ;.ii nttentlon to tbo
fact that tnodera drama sprang <»ut of
thf bOSOni of th«- Church; ti«at apart from
the »Church there was no drama; that
the »beginnings of the drama wer«- in the
Churct., th» work of huí chmcii pouy
forme-d In th« sacred balMlnga thonmolUM,
And I should further ciuote the curious
and Interesting fact that on«- of the
brightest, most original playwrights, a

lady Wh«, by no m«ans contined hers» If
te r-acr. .1 subjects, was an «\bbess, who
presl.lf! over a convent, and that the
Plays she wrote wer.- novels. Rut I could
to further than that. ami say that one

of the verj -anlest secular comedies .11

the Englial language. If not actually th«-

Mrli«?st, was written by a clergyman, a

Rbtrnj- and an iriHh Blehog.
"Unfortunately, there exists a certain

amount of « sttangement between the
Church hi..I th«- Stage; a »ertain amount
Of pre'udi.-o on the part of chur« Innen
.Kalnst v.-.. stage, ead I presume a «SOT«
tain amount of prejudi« <>n th.- pan of
the -x-0,,1. r*onnected with plays ngalaat
clergyn.T, attributed thi.- to th«- fact
that in England there exists this -~rejud.ee
to the \«iv right and proper protest
wakfe Colllei nude to the drama of the
Reitoration, which, as you know, was

*xce«*din-«'i:. ...rrupt. He ma«l«- a strong
protest aealnel the corruption of the
.tafre, An] «-rented, think, the atmos¬
phere <.( r. ligioue prejud-ce egalnat tbo
stage. I doubl whether it existed In Eng¬
land sxcepl among the Puritans very
etrongly h« for« that. After that time it
*as genere! among all «lasses of ie-
ligious people. And if it was strong in
England. It was stronger in Scotland

I think it a very preat pity that there
should exist at all this pri iidic« In the
minds «,f churchmen ;-n<i religious

rally sgsinst ths stage After su,
there Is nothing Inherently niched in the
an of nctlng. Th«- foci Is thai all sctors
and aetr'.sses, when one comes to know
them, are simply like ¦ great majority
of people "f every other profession- har«i
erorhIng, upright, bonorehle men and
women

i look forward to er approach to s

relationship between the Church
end tie stage; I look forward to it hh

something certainly good for tioth.pood
for the Church and good for the stage
Not for one single moment would I
venture to suggest that the clergy should
int in ar.\ way at all as censors of Ihs
drama. I hate all osnsors, and i think if
there is B censor w horn I should hate
more than Buy other It would he a < 'eri¬
ca! censor. Th«- clergy are, as B class,
loss capable of 'iidf-inK « matter like a

play than almost BUy other class in the
communlty. and I Bhoulld look forward
with positive dread to the Church sser-
Clslng any kind of censorship «iver the
drama. Nor when I sjxak of the in-

lng friendly relations between the
two should I venture for a moment to

suggest that sermon« should he put on

th»- stage i should be exceedingly sorry i
to see that «miracle ploys) revived. I do
not know of many, nor bave I seen very
many, hut when I do OOmO across one I

generally find it one thai is Intolerably
dull.
"That is really the ease in the morbid

sex piny. I belloVS it would he a 1 *-«in-

entable thin-* if the putting of these
on the stace sh«n:!<! Il erasSS. I do think
that Where the churchmen and the actors
«¿m approueh ens soother more closely
Is in the matter of personal friendship
between the members I should hope that
a considerable number of the clergy get
lnt<» closer persons] touch with actors:
that they pet on the MM hand to rOSHSS
the fleet thnl actors and actress»« are

not neeesourtty disreputable, or neces¬

sarily or Often immoral; that fliere Is a

bohemlsnlsm shout their life, an«! that
this Is B boh« mlenlsm entirely virtuous
and right, and tl at on the other hand the
actors .-.:id BCtresSSS get into closer per¬
sonal to h h with the Lleigy and come to

regard us lee as « hind of horrid or

othereallsed Mrs Orundy, and that. atBii
events, we hgve at hast potentialities of

friendship in US
"

Although neither <". M P. Mcl.ellan. the

librettist, t.or van 'sryll, the
«if "The Little Caff," now plsylng at t .

New Amsterdam, was present so llu
| it. bot h were on bond .¦ fei

rt) lier tO attet'd the ti'

ematned until The Little Cnfé"
>\as soccesefully launched on Iti prs
linuii.iry engagement in Phlladelph end

i.ft, IfcLetAan tor London end
«'ai. II for th<- south of France. L'nllhC
n ¦ librettists and eompoesri M« i.« Ian

and *'ar.\ll work .it least a year on ,, p|sj
l.fore It Is put in rehearsal Tl
the case with The Pink Lady"
rh! I»- Iphtne," «rhlle "The Little

most ambitious effort, t,.« k tl
and s half.
M S McLellaS Is an Am.-n

«rss bora In Hath. Me. Th.y us« «1 t«i sd«
dress him a» "ChnrUe" when be ose «<

roung rSRSeter. Now he lives In Paris

a:nl London, and his greatest eouOSTll is

th«- ludicioii.« Investment of his roynltl« ¦

New Volkers will remember him In UlS
Csstnc «lays, when he wrote linder the

p« ti munS of Hugh Morton ami ga\«- US

"The Helle of New York." That was the

turning point in his fortunes These da* s

h.- rtdOS around in his own |MH motor al¬

and really looks and acts as If he be¬
longed in It.

Ivan '"aryil is a Belgian, born in Russia,
for a long time a resident of Knglard, but
now a naturalized American. Mis grant«
« st fame rests upon hi« scores for "The
1 Ittle «af«*'," "Oh! Oh! Delphine" and
'rh« Pink l.ady," hut he had -'ritten the

music for many popular I/ondon musical
plays when he was for years the director
at the OaJety Theatre. He first attracted
tin attention of the musical world
through his score for "T.a Cigale" Mr.
«'aryll spends most of his tl«ne at hi-

Country home In Pont l'Kveque, in ti,«-

south of France, hut he gives a fen
.A«"«ks each year to New Yotk, London
and Paris.

A NEW PROCTOR THEATRE.
W, W, Proctor announced yesterday the!

the Proctor Theatie in Mouni Vernon,
N. Y will open to-morrow afternoon at

1 o'clock. The theatre has beOfl In
process of construction tor man', months,
Und occupies the major portion of an en¬

tire city block in the heart of Mount
Vernon's new civic centre, in coime, tion

with a five story Odfce building, nlso
erecte-d by Mr. Proctor. High «lass

eauderillo and the lateel photo plays will
constitute the bills, end »there «¦.-.ii be four
performances -ball) two th. aftetmoon
an«i two In th«* evening The raudevllla
Programm** will be changed Monda) end

.*.(:-¦ th«- photo play» aill be
changed erery day. All the raudev^I«
feelores will be tngaged »through ti»«-

United Booking OfBces <»f Amer!«-.-», of
¦which Mr »Proctor ij r*c"**»pt*a**ldent Th«
I Mount Vernon houee will be the twenty«
I seoond »ic..:«.- on Mr, Procttoe'a circuit.
lie is noa laying the fouadattons for en

other Ida theatre end oii»«-e building In
the buck i pari of «Market street, New¬
ark, snd »i--» e,,n--iri.etitig a theatre In
Troy, N. Y.

IN THE BURLESQUE FIELD.
Xovitv will !"¦ tha order el Um CüOhim«

hi.. Theatre this week, «when ¦ n.-w bur-
lee.»-« organlaatlon, "Tho <;iiis from Star-
land." will eppear »for tho fin*** time at

thai houee The title of the ¦ketch l«

¦'Mt.-s Nobody fiom Btariaad,M aith boob
by Hough ami Adams and music by
Joseph E. Howerd- This is th.- tii-t tim»

that a thi«'-M,t burlesque has be«n given
i at the «"oltimlila The principals are

Miss piiiie Hill, Kuthertne and Celeste
.\b*< itin. ii, Joe Niemeyer, Harry Stanley,
Charla Horn, Raymond Gsstel and Hurry
Ksarley. This production Is '»resented
by the Columbls Amusement Compeny.
The Libertv i'.iil. will he seen at the

Murray 11:11 Theatre this week, pi.seiit-
inK two one,net ehetchee -"Marriage à la
Carte" end *i sh«>iii«i Worry, say s

«v¦ i¦ .1,-1« Th.- eamt la beadsd i>v Matt
Kennedy, the wsll knoem Irish comedian,]
and Hsociatil with him SI .\! P.i uce.

Tom McKay, Brad Button, Whits Hawk
and Red FOSther, tWO Carlisle Indians.
erbose specialty is ¦ distinct novelty;
James onion, Mors Raymond,

ALHAMBRA.
Topping the Programms ;«t the Aibam-

hra Theatre for the sreeh is a. Seymour
Brown ;" d compenj m the tabloid mti-

sienl «otne.iv "The Bachelor Dinner." a
< 'hiñese fantasy, "Th" QrsSR Beetle,"
which was tlrst played at a gamtol of the
I,.milis' Club, will also h.« presented here.
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THE WEEK IN THE VARIETIES
Dorothy Toye.Olga Petrova and Ralph Herz.The Toya

Birkel and Watson . Eva Davenport.Jack
Norworth.Some Novel Offerings.

«me of the most ambitious bills pre¬

sented thus far at the forty-fourth Street

M Hall will ',," seen beginning with

the matin..n Mondaj afternoon, a

Bp«eelel feature Ol the new programme
« t.,- appearance of Dorothy Toys, "the

gni with two grand opera voices," singing
both soprano .ii'.'l tenor. The Great Mau-
rie will be s.eti in bis display of dex¬

terity, and Hale and Patterson, ballroom
dancers, will present their IstCOt steps. A
new comedy number. Harry la More.

makes his American debut. Additional
comedy is promised by the playlet. "The
Dude Detective," presented by Krank
Byron end Louise Langdon. The Milan
Trio will also appear In selections from
-.r.i".,! op, ran

PALACE.
Mine oiga Petrova and Ralph Hertz,

the musical comedy star, are Joint head¬
lines of the hill at the Palace Theatre
this week. Mme PetroVO promises a new

repertoire for her engagement at the Pal«
ace. Ralph Herz has an Offering Which
Includes s.veiai in igtnal ehnrncter etùdtes,
us well as songs an«l speeches. Ray «'ox,

the comedienne, appears In a new cycle
of songs and ChSTSCtCT*_StlonS compos.'«J
by herself. She will h.« accompanied by
Joseph Woodward. Another feature num-

b.-r of tin- bill Is a playlet by William J.
HurlbUft, "The Man In the Dark." \

novelty will be the Brat tipp« arani'e In

America of a «'hiñese troupe of acrobats
and plate spinners.

UNION SQUARE.
The comedy trio. Roger Imhof, Hugh

Conn ami Miss Marcelle Coreen«*--head
th«« list of entertainers at the I'nion

Bqtiaro. this «reek with a military playlet.
"Burgeon Louder, r. s. a." Bickei and
Watson, another featine. formerly of the

burlesque trio of Blekel, Watson and
Wrothe, will present their character com¬

edy skit. Another comedy feature, of¬
fered here for the first time, "All Aboard,"
will be presented by l.ertle Herron andji

Honnie (îaylord. Other» nre Franker
Wood and Hume Wyde In a little musical
comedy, "Good Night"; Barney Fagan
and Henrietta Byron, in a skit of songo
and dan.es, an<l th« Romodf41 Trio.

HAMMERSTEIN'S.
Eddie Eoy. supported by 'he "seven

little Foys." will head th* hill at the Vic¬
toria this w«-ek. An. thor feature is the

Bret nppoaram ¦ together In raodeelllo of
Wniia«*.' MeCatcheoo end Vorn Maxwell.
Edward Abel.-*--, tup orted by Charlotte
lender and company, will présent the
i .timorous playlet, "Ha Tried To Be Ntee."
Other« are Al Von Tilzer's new < on-

deased nustcal eomedy, "The Honey
Olrls"; Bernard Oratullle. ar«i Yv« tt -,

FIFTH AVENUE.
Eva Davenport ¡»nd Chrietlne Nleloen,

divide the headline honors at the Fifth
Avenue this week. The former. OSOleted
by her company, will preeoat "The t'e\\.

ing Walker," a humorous sketch by Ed-

gar «\llan Woolf. The latter will offer a

repertory of standard ballade, dleplaylag
at the same time a new wardrobe of
gemma »Bird MUlman and company, from
a CMCOU in tho sawdust, return to vaude¬
ville, aaother tperiol feature w.n bo the
first »Broadway appearances of Will Ward
and the Matinee Girls, ("ins Edwanls's
latcet ofBerlag.

COLONIAL.
Jack Norworth. the musical COSMO**

star, is the headline feature at the .-

nial this week. He is offering a new

specialty and a budget of late song hits.
Add" Ritchie, "the Presden China Prim»
Ponna," will appear with her repertory
of songs, and th«- haUii.e of the bill will
include Valerie Dergate and company,
playing "Judgment."

JARDIN DE DANSE.
Hillie Allen, an attra. tue «lamer, and

Guillaume de Loyer, who momo from
Fails, have been ailded to th» programme,
it the Jardin de Danse this week.
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